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The Commands of Our Lord

“Give”

Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful.

Matt 22:21 They said to Him, "Caesar's." Then He said to them, "Then render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's; and to God the things that are God's."

2Cor 9:7 “Let each one do just as he has purposed in his heart; not grudgingly or under compulsion; for God loves a cheerful giver.”

Rom 13:6 “For because of this you also pay taxes, for rulers are servants of God, devoting themselves to this very thing.

Rom 13:7 Render to all what is due them: tax to whom tax is due; custom to whom custom; fear to whom fear; honor to whom honor.

Rom 13:8 Owe nothing to anyone except to love one another; for he who loves his neighbor has fulfilled the law.”

1Peter 2:13 “Submit yourselves for the Lord's sake to every human institution, whether to a king as the one in authority,

1Peter 2:14 or to governors as sent by him for the punishment of evildoers and the praise of those who do right.”

The Bible is very clear in that Christians are to yield to the authority of those over us for God has placed those people in authority.  The only case in which we are to refuse to obey those authorities is when they ask us to do something contrary to God’s principles.

Acts 5:29 “But Peter and the apostles answered and said, "We must obey God rather than men.”
Our use of our monetary resources speaks volumes about the state of our heart.  It is a good idea at the end of each calendar year to look carefully at how we have spent our money.  We are to pay the proper taxes owed to our governments and we are to give to God what belongs to Him.  The payment of our taxes should be done cheerfully for God has established that structure for our protection.  The payment to God should also be done cheerfully, but exactly what is due to God?  

We find in the New Testament that giving is to support Christian workers and fellow Christians in need (Acts 4:32-37, 1Cor 16:1-3, 2Cor 8:1-13, and 1Tim 5:17,18).  There was also organized giving within the local churches to take care of believing widows and orphans who had no other support (Acts 6:1-4 and 1Tim 5:1-16).  We see in 2 Cor 8, 9 that Christians are to evaluate the needs of others and to give to help them, as they are able.  There is never any percentage given but rather the Christian is to give "what he has decided in his heart to give" (2 Cor 9:7).  That means that what we give is a reflection of our heart in that matter, and of course our heart means where we have our center of being, which should be focused on Christ.  This does not mean that we are necessarily to always answer yes to every request.  We should really pray about giving and be sure that our motives are as pure as possible and that God will be glorified in our sharing.  

The Bible teaches us other ways in which we are to give cheerfully to God.  Jesus said in Matt 10:10 and Luke 10:7 that the Christian worker should receive support from those he serves.  We also read in 1 Cor 9:7-14 and 1 Tim 5:17, 18 that people involved in full-time ministry have a right to be supported by the persons to whom they minister.  Another Scripture reference to giving is 1 Cor 16:1,2 where we are told that on the first day of every week (Sunday) we are to put aside, as each may prosper.  These collections were for the saints.  Paul was going to visit them and he would take the collection to meet the needs of the missionaries in the field.  So what does "as each may prosper,” mean?  God has promised to take care of our needs if we place His kingdom as number one priority in our life (Matt 6:33).  Prospering is making more than we need to take care of our needs and the needs of our family.  Remember that he who does not take care of his family is worse than an unbeliever (1Tim5:8).  God expects us to help our family so that certainly the money that we spend on our family is part of our obedience to God.  So in these Scriptures there is no mention of the tithe, but people are to give for the above church needs what is available after meeting their needs and the needs (not wants) of their family.

The Greek word for tithe is "apodekatoo" and is used only four times in the New Testament.  It is used in Matt 23:23, Luke 11:42, Luke 18:12, and Heb 7:5.  In the first three references we hear about how hypocrites, serpents, and broods of vipers who shall not escape hell practice such things as the tithe.  Clearly practicing the tithe is not a ticket to heaven!  Here Jesus was talking about the people who made the tithe practice a method of legalism. The last reference to Hebrews is very pertinent, and in fact the entire chapter is excellent reading regarding the tithe.  A summary of that chapter is that in the Old Covenant, all of God's leaders practiced a tithe to the high priest.  However Heb 7:12 tells us that with the change of priesthood there is a change of law.  

We now have a new and infinitely better High Priest, Jesus Christ and our allegiance to Him is total.  There are no Christian Temples, no Christian animal sacrifices, and no Christian tithe. All we have belongs to Christ, and if He calls for all of it, we should freely give it. In the New Covenant the percentage is not 10% but 100%.  However a regular giving of about 10% is certainly not a bad place to start in our practice of an understanding of Christian stewardship.  After all, we are joint heirs with Jesus Christ so we should have the long-term view of our wealth and give cheerfully when God asks.  

Rom 8:17 “and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him in order that we may also be glorified with Him.”
